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   January 28th 2022 

 
COVID 

We have been fortunate over the last few weeks with low numbers of COVID 
cases. We are hopeful that it will stay that way to avoid an outbreak and  

prevent staff shortages which could result in absences and class closures.  

Please continue to support us by regularly lateral flowing due to the recent 
positive cases identified in Chestnut, Beech and year 6. Children in those 
groups should be lateral flowing as directed in the warn and inform letter 

sent this week.  

Staff will continue to wear masks at drop off and pick up until half term and 
we will review again after that. We will also avoid whole school assemblies for 
the next few weeks and monitor the infection rates in school and locally. We 

will review this again after half term. 

ParentPay—Dinner Debts 

If you have an arrears on your child/ren’s dinner account, please pay as soon 
as possible. Dinner accounts should be kept in credit at all times. 

 

Thank you. 

Toys in School 

May we please remind parents/carers that children are not allowed to bring 
their own toys into school.  

Thank you. 

PE Kit Reminder 

Please can we remind everyone that on PE Days, everyone should wear school 
PE kit.  This is black or blue shorts,  leggings or tracksuit bottoms, a white    
T-shirt, this can be worn with school jumpers if cold.  

Thank you for your support. 



PC Greg Steer Visit 

We had a visit from PC Greg Steer this week, he spent time in Willow class 
and spoke to them about internet safety and highlighted ways that we can stay 

safe online. The children were very engaged and participated really well with 
the discussion. Thank you PC Steer ! 



 



Year 4 

Today, the Year 4s received an important letter. The letter explained that 
some Lego characters had been captured and frozen! The Year 4 were      
challenged to think about a method they could use to try to free the        
characters from the block of ice! Each group used different strategies to try 
to melt the ice and thankfully, they were all able to free the Lego men!  

 

The children then took part in a carousel of activities to explore evaporation, 
condensation, freezing and melting  



Artist Visit—Mr Brealey 

We really enjoyed having the artist, Ian Brealey, in to visit on Monday. The 
children learnt how to draw a picture of Gromit. They learnt about using 
maths to help them draw the picture in proportion. He also taught the       
children little tips and tricks that they would be able to apply to their art in 
the future. Ian let us know that it is ok to make mistakes and we can use a 
rubber to rub these out. Ian encouraged the children to just change little 
parts of their drawing a little bit at a time until they were happy with it. The 
children were very pleased with their drawings and we were pleased with how 
resilient the children were.  

 

Ian led an assembly for Sycamore and Willow on Tuesday. The talk was all 
about being resilient and how having a Growth Mindset will take us further 
than having a 'Fixed Mindset'. He talked about how it is ok to make mistakes 
as long as we learn from them. He also spoke about famous, aspirational people 
who were successful because they were resilient.  

 

At the end of the session, the children were able to ask the artist questions 
about his job. They enjoyed finding out about what it is like to be an artist.  



Ian Brealey visits Chestnut Class 

On Tuesday, Ian Brealey taught us some great Art skills such as; being able to measure using our 
fingers and pencils. We had to listen carefully to instructions and watch before creating our own 
Art work. The children were able to draw dots and lines and once they were happy with their plan 
they then drew over the dotted lines. We also spoke about having a good mind set and what that 
meant. We discussed how we need to keep trying even if we make mistakes and making mistakes 
means we are learning! This has helped us to develop our Resilience and Growth Mindset ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ian Brealey visit Year 6  

Ian carried out an art and growth mindset workshop with Year 6, utilising skills such as;                
observational, listening, measuring, thinking and decision making. He also highlighted the   
importance of having a growth mindset which includes trying your best, persevering and  

being resilient, not giving up and learning from your mistakes. 



Mrs Toomer - Religious Education 

 

Mrs Toomer is teaching Year 5 about The Old Testament in a very engaging 
and active way. The Year 5’s are participating enthusiastically and really       

enjoying the sessions. She will be with us for around 5 weeks. 

Thank you Mrs Toomer! 



Reminder - Water bottles 

 

As part of the curriculum children learn about oral hygiene and keeping our 
teeth healthy. 

 

Please remember that your child should only be bringing water to school in 
their water bottles.  

NHS guidelines advise that if children are going to drink fizzy drinks or     
juices/squash with sugar in them, then they should be consumed with a meal. 

This will reduce the risk of tooth decay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Water is the dentist’s friend – free of sugar and with cleansing properties it is the 
ideal choice of drink to help maintain healthy teeth.  

What about flavoured water?   

While flavoured water is often sugar-free, which is a good thing, it can be high in 
citric acid due to the flavourings used, particularly in the case of citrus fruits.  

This can push the acidic levels of flavoured water up to as much as pH 3, when 
normal water sits between 6 and 8. The lower (0-7) the pH level of food or drink 
the more likely it is to cause acid enamel erosion to teeth.  

The corrosion of the enamel surface of teeth can lead to tooth decay and,          
unfortunately, there is no way to repair enamel.  

So, while the fact that flavoured water can be sugar-free is a bonus you have to 
consider what it is being flavoured with and how acidic that is.  

Particularly troublesome to teeth is when flavoured water is sipped. While sipping 
plain tap water will have no effect on the teeth, sipping acidic, flavoured water 
throughout the day will spell trouble for tooth enamel.  

 

https://www.bhandaldentistry.co.uk/news/protect-teeth-foods-cause-acid-enamel-erosion
https://www.bhandaldentistry.co.uk/cosmetic-dentistry/fillings






  



 



Cross Country  

 

Well done to the children who attended the cross country event at Newent 
Community School on Thursday afternoon. We were lucky that the weather 
looked favourably upon us and there was actually some blue sky!  

All the children who took part tried really hard and were so well behaved, we 
are very proud of them !!!! 

There were 11 schools that took part with approximately 40 children in each 
race.  We are pleased to say that some of our children came in the top 10 with 
some of  them being asked to go onto the next round of the competition.  

 

The following children placed in the top 10: 

 

 

   Year 5 girls -  Esme Wilkins - 7th   

   Year 5 boys -  Alfie Pritchard - 3rd  

   Year 6 girls -  Frankie Jones - 9th  

   Year 6 boys -  Henry Bishop - 4th  

       George Bishop -7th  

 

 

Thank you to Miss Peart for giving up her own time to run the cross country 
club and organise the event. 

 

 



Cross Country photos 



Diary Dates 

 

JANUARY 

 

Friday 28th January  - Willow Class—Dean Academy 

 

 

FEBRUARY 

 

Monday 1st February  - Swimming ( Y3 /Y4) 

 

Wednesday 2nd February - Clarinet (Y4) 

 

Thursday 3rd February  - Gymnastics (Chestnut Class) 

 

Friday 4th February  - Dogs Trust Visit (Y5 and Y6) 

 

Monday 7th February   - Start of Children’s Mental Health Week  

       Non—School Uniform Day  

Tuesday 8th February  - Chance to Shine—Cricket Road Show 

       PE kits—everyone 

 

Wednesday 9th February  - Viney Hill Trip (Year 2 and Year 3) 

 

Thursday 10th February  - Whole School Art Project 

 

Friday 11th February  - Trick Box Launch (Whole School) 

 

Tuesday 15h February  - Dean Heritage Centre Visit (Chestnut & Beech) 

       Skillzone Trip (Willow Class)     

       Swimming (Y4) 

 

Wednesday 16th February - Skillzone Trip (Sycamore Class) 

 

Friday 18th February  - Break up for Half Term  3.15 p.m. finish 


