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February 16th 2023

Weekly Attendance

Our aim is to have our weekly attendance above 97% in line with the Local Authority's
expectation. This week, our whole school attendance was 95.7%.

Well done to Odk class for getting the highest attendance again this week!

Please remember to report a child's absence before 9.30 a.m, ideally before the start of
school by either phoning the school on 01594 833232 or emailing

admin@ellwood.gloucs.sch.uk
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The impact of your child being 5-10 minutes late each day can have a bigger impact
on their learning than you may realise.

If your child is § minutes late a day they lose:
25 minutes a 1 hour 40 2 hours 30 5 hours a term 16 hours 15 minutes
week minutes a minutes a half a school year
month term
This is This is equivalent
equivalent to 1 to over 3 days
full day

If your child is 10 minutes late a day they lose:

50 minutes a 3 hours 20 5 hours a half 10 hours a term 32 hours 30 minutes
week minutes a term a school year
month
This is This is This is equivalent

equivalentto 1 | equivalent to 2 to over 6 full days
full day full days




We hope the children have been Reminder - Non uniform day
enjoying their story sacks so far. Here is
a picture of Leia enjoying her story and

hot chocolate!

A reminder that we have a non-uniform
day this Friday in exchange for any
chocolate donations for Easter!

Many thanks.

WORLD BOOK DAY ART COMPETITIONE

From Monday 27th February to Friday 3rd March, the children at
Ellwood will be able to send an entry in for our World Book Day art
competition.

The competition will be to create a piece of artwork of their
favourite book character (on A4 paper). The children are welcome
to use any art materials they would like to create their artwork, so
be creative! @

A child from each year group will be selected as a winner. The
prize will include having their artwork on display in the school and
being shared with the school community. As well as this, the
children will receive a small art pack to take home.

We can't wait to see their creative designs, have fun!

Miss Comley
[Art Lead]
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Pupil Wellbeing

We are pleased to share with you the summary of the pupil wellbeing guestionnaire that pupils took

part in at the end of the Autumn term. 93% of pupils surveyed feel that staff are nice to pupils in

schiool, this indicates that staff and pupils have a positive relationship and that pupils have settled well

into their new classes and year
groups. 93% of pupils know what to
do if they are feeling worried about
something, with 91% knowing
there is someone in school they can
talk to if they need help and 89% of
pupils knowing that there is
somecone in school who cares
about them. 91% of pupils know
what is expected of them, showing
that staff have set clear
expectations, which are reinforced
through our behaviour system. 92%
of pupils stated that they feel they
are doing well at schoaol. This
indicates that pupils have
differentiated work to meet their
ability and needs and that staff
positively reinforce when they are
doing well in their work.
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Healthy School Award

Gloucestershire
Living and Leaming
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As a school we are really proud to have achieved the
Gloucestershire Healthy Living and Learning Healthy School Award
again. This award celebrates our dedication and hard work to

make Ellwood Primary School a healthy and safe place to leam.

We are

constantly

reviewing our
best practice
and putting in
place steps to
ensure the
wellbeing and
health of our
school

froommunity is at the centre of what we do.
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Children's Mental
Health Week 2023

Classes discussed this year's theme of 'Let's Connect’
and how connecting with others is a good way to
support not only your won but each other's' mental
health. They created class displays and explored
their connections within school.

On Friday, the whole-
school took part ina
wellbeing afternoon.

« They worked together in
their house teams and
moved around a series of
challenges and activities
all designed to explore
and strengthen their
connections.

ren’s Mental
alth Week
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Eco Poem Competition

"Thank you to all of the children who wrote Eco poems. They have been sent of f to the
national competition.” - Mrs Rees.




Eco Poem Competition continued......

There will be a class Times Tables Rock

Stars battle of the bands competition for
half term. The battle begins at 3.15pm on
Friday 17" and runs until 7.30pm on
Sunday 26™.

Year 4 were the winning class of our last
competition. Will they continue their rein
or will another class be able to beat them?
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Each week classes look at a
Picture ‘Weekly Picture News' story. Let's
have a look at this week's story...

Let's look at this week's story »@Q
JL
Humans can understand other apes' common methods of
sign language, scientists have just discovered. Researchers at
the University of St Andrews in Scotland have found that
people can comprehend the meaning of signals apes, such
as wild chimps and bonobos, use to communicate with each
other. The scientists’ video-based study asked volunteers to
interpret the gestures from clips of various apes and choose
from a list of potential translations.

| This week’s story looks at events relatedtn: | Reflection "@

Communication is vital for us to work,
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Can you use them in your writing this week?
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Clubs - Spring Term 2 2023

Please see below our full list of clubs that start after half term. Clubs will run from
Monday 27th February to Friday 31st March. Please make a note of these dates if
your child will be attending an after school club.

We are very lucky that we are able to offer so many clubs here at Ellwood and we are

very grateful to our staff for volunteering to run them.

tluhs — Spring Term 2 2023

All clubs will run for the dates listed below, unless otherwise stated.

Club dates: Monday 27" February — Friday 31** March (5 weeks)

Club Day / Time Year Group/Class Staff Member
Yoga Monday 3:15pm — 4:00pm Year1,2and 3 Caroline Rickards
SATs booster Monday 3:15pm — 4:15pm Year 6 Mrs Woodhouse
Boardgames Monday 3:15pm — 4:15pm Years 2,3,4,5 Mrs Sheppard
Phonics Tuesday 3:15pm —4:15pm Year 1 (invite only) Miss Hek
Gardening club Tuesday 3:15pm— &:15pm £1 donation | Years 1,2,3,4,5and 6 Mrs Rees
for whole half term. (places will be allocated

termly on a first come

first serve basis)
Drama club Tuesday 3:15pm — 4:15pm Years3,4,5and 6 Miss Briggs
Dance Wednesday 3:15pm —4:15pm Years4,5and 6 Progressive sports
Multi-Sports Wednesday 3:15pm —4:15pm Years 1,2, 3 and 4 Pro Stars
Lego club Thursday Lunchtime Year 2 and 3 (max 10) Mrs Charles
Feel good Friday Friday mornings 8:15am — 8:45am All year groups hirs Charles

Includes breakfast.

(Max 30, first come first
serve)

Badge club

Friday lunchtime 12:30pm — 1:00pm

Invite only

Miss Chisman

Colouring club

Friday lunchtime 12:30pm — 1:00pm

Years 3,4, 5and 6

Mrs Charles




We are sharing the below as it contains some handy top tips to support your child reading
at home.

7 Top Tips to Support Reading at Home

Shared reading is & ge and communication and

t0 boost ther read IS. Heguiar reading routines can offer Iots of opportunities for

Concentrate on
reading quality

(it isn’t all about
reading lots!)

Ask your child lots
of questions

Ask your child to
summarise what
they have read

Ask your child to
write about what
they have read

reading with fnends
or family

Maintain the
motivation 10 read

Dont worry 100 much about the ‘'what' and ‘how’ of reading each day
DOOks are Oreal —-Dut afiets, COMICS, recipes and NStruchions on 3
webpage can all be great 100. Following a recipe to make some cupcakes
S vakable reading. Be on e lookout o reading, whengver it is!

Al reading matiers. Shared reading S about ‘reading with', not st
reading 10" jeven for oloer chidren). SO, ask iots of “Wh' questions, such
as Who? What? When? Where? Why? Try them when talling about
Dooks: for exampie, “what do you think Harmry is feeling?’

TS 2 DOooK, 0ok 3t the front cover—Or the last chapler —and takk about
what mght happen nexd. Look for clues in the book and be a readng
Sotective! For eaampie, ‘Can you See the bedr on the front cover? Where
00 you think he will 9o

When you've inshed reading, talk about what happenad. Acting out the
things that happened n the story Or descnbing the Big dea of a chaptler
s really fun and madmses isaming. For exampie, ‘can you remember al
the things that happened on the bear hunt?’

or Graw pctures, fom anything you've read! Big writing and
OCiures are even more fun. For ample, use an oid ol of wallpaper 10
Make 3 reasure map with cuas from the stones you ve read togather.

Make DOoks 3 part of the tamily. Encowrage your child 10 share them with
2 relatve Or nend, Oover 3 video cal. Laugh about them when you are
making meals togather. For axample, ‘| hope the tiger doesn’t come 1o

S8 1008y

Talk about the oy of reading whenever you can. Your chid 8 on an amazing
oumey 10 bacoming a rmader. Put them in the driving seat and have fun
on the wany! For exarrple, "choose your favourite story for badtime tonight.




FEBRUARY

Thursday 16th February

Friday 17th February

Monday 27th February

Tuesday 28th February

MARCH

Thursday 2nd March

Monday 6th March

Thursday 9th March

Friday 10th March

Diary Dates

Gymnastics - Y1

Random act of kindness

Non-uniform day in exchange for chocolate donations
for Easter

HALF TERM
First day back

Swimming - Y3/4

Gymnastics - Y4

World book day. Dress up as your favourite character!
Book swap - bring a book in to swap.

Parents in school week
Gymnastics - Y4

Science day - Dress up as a Scientist




